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Webinar: Science MCA-IV Constructed-Response Question Types 

The Science MCA-IV, which is based on the 2019 Minnesota Academic Standards in Science, will first be administered in 

spring 2024. To prepare for this new assessment, MDE is investigating whether constructed response (open-ended) 

question types are appropriate for assessing students on these standards. This webinar will provide the reasons why we 

are exploring constructed response questions. We will also give an overview of the timeline for including them on the 

MCA-IV, as well as the steps needed to determine the appropriateness of these questions on the new assessments. 

The same presentation will be available at two different times: 

 Register for Nov. 18 Science MCA-IV webinar; this webinar is scheduled for 3–3:30. 

 Register for Dec. 1 Science MCA-IV webinar; this webinar is scheduled for 4–4:30. 

Please share these webinar links with district staff who may be interested in assessment of the science standards and 

this spring’s field testing during the operational administration. 
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https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D-99999999%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dtad5fbd1332267687db4fdb46f5767bda%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D0729385291%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1125913462%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota
https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D-99999999%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dt40bdc900776b69bfd8ba073a8874c574%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D5070131691%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1125896432%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota


Upcoming WIDA Webinars 

WIDA Webinar: Managing Students in WIDA AMS 

WIDA will host the Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators webinar on Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 1–2 

p.m. Join the Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators WIDA AMS webinar on Nov. 17. The webinar is 

designed for Test Administrators and will provide an overview of Kindergarten ACCESS, including the following topics: 

 Scheduling 

 Basics of administration 

 Review of training resources  

WIDA Webinar Schedule 

The 2020-21 ACCESS and Screener Webinar Calendar document is a list of all of WIDA’s planned webinars (with 

registration links) and is available on the ACCESS Webinars page. WIDA also posts recordings of their webinars on the 

ACCESS Webinars page for those who are unable to attend the live events. 
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Featured Resource of the Month- Assessment Life Cycle Modules  

The Minnesota Assessment Life Cycle Course previously only available in the Training Management System (TMS), have 

now been posted throughout the Testing 1, 2, 3 site to broaden user access. These modules are designed to increase 

educator understanding about Minnesota Assessments and promote the development of teacher assessment literacy 

skills.  

The course modules can be viewed on Testing 1, 2, 3 on the following pages: 

 Module 1: Minnesota Assessments Overview (Testing 123 > Assess > Statewide Assessments) 

 Module 2: MCA Achievement Level Descriptors & Standard Setting Process (Testing 123 > Plan and Teach > 

Success Criteria) 

 Module 3: Test Development (Testing 123 > Assess > Statewide Assessments > [under the MCA Development 

Process expandable tab]) 

 Module 4: Test Construction (Testing 123 > Plan and Teach > MCA Test Structure) 

 Module 5: Scoring and Reporting (Testing 123 > Analyze > Access Statewide Assessment Data) 

 Module 6: Test Specifications (Testing 123 > Plan and Teach > MCA Content Resources) 

For more information, please contact testing123@state.mn.us with additional questions. 
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fmw3300%2Fmywebex%2Fdefault.do%3Fnomenu%3Dtrue%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26service%3D6%26rnd%3D0.9079725240414148%26main_url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fuwmadison.webex.com%252Fec3300%252Feventcenter%252Fevent%252FeventAction.do%253FtheAction%253Ddetail%2526%2526%2526EMK%253D4832534b000000045070f5d82b1990b70161a07706301d9efec8bd778a0132fe179cf230cc50bf34%2526siteurl%253Duwmadison%2526confViewID%253D165405844029080105%2526encryptTicket%253DSDJTSwAAAAQibDXxe1qq_WDwfsuJQKt7z0s-6yEK8zYQMjhqtoUSPw2%2526&data=04%7C01%7CKendra.Olsen%40state.mn.us%7C5b9a9546958b4a98dfc108d88110e26d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637401256803224585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Mqx%2FjfWlLhJcjGUPkE9gVHYt1WFFYk2DOTOtKZvMRd0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.wida.us%2FACCESSTraining%2FACCESSWebinars.aspx&data=04%7C01%7CKendra.Olsen%40state.mn.us%7C5b9a9546958b4a98dfc108d88110e26d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637401256803224585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MKd%2Bf94UP%2BSDsr1n5mOHDVWiCrvcKPGkHw%2FDrqulmhs%3D&reserved=0
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/design/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/success/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/design/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/structure/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/report/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/res/index.htm
mailto:testing123@state.mn.us


Upcoming Opportunities 

Teaching and Learning Led by Evidence  

There is one remaining session in the webinar series about classroom assessments. Registration is required using the link 

below. Participants earn one continuing education unit (CEU) for each session. All sessions will be recorded and posted 

for future reference. Please contact Kendra at kendra.olsen@state.mn.us with any questions. If an individual has not 

attended any previous sessions, they are still encouraged to attend this session if it is of interest. 

The series is scheduled to resume again in January with additional webinars designed for school leaders or teachers who 

want to continue sharpening their assessment and data literacy skills. The additional topics in the series will focus on 

topics related to statewide assessments including how to use publicly available data from MDE, interpreting and 

appropriately using MCA scores, and how the MCA is developed. 

Note: Recordings of the previous webinars and additional information about upcoming webinars are now available on 

the Request Professional Development page of Testing 1, 2, 3. 

 Assessment of Learning – Summative Assessments for your Classroom  

o In this webinar, attendees will discuss how to improve alignment of classroom assessments to learning 

outcomes, increase the rigor of questions on assessments to eliminate student misconceptions, and the 

extent to which their assessments measure mastery of the standards for an instructional unit. 

o Thursday, Nov. 12, 4–5 p.m. 

o Register for Session 5 

Back to top 

Important Ideas and Research in School Assessment and Data 
This section of the newsletter is designed to keep educators well-informed on current research and best practices 

to improve teaching, leadership, and learning in relation to data and assessment in the classroom. 

How to Reduce Screen Time When School is Online 

In this Education Week article, a tenth grader was quoted on the amount of time she’s spending on her laptop for 

distance learning: “I hate it. It gets me so tired. I never really leave the screen all day except for lunch break. I wish we 

had more assignments that were off the screen.” Teachers around the U.S. offered these suggestions: 

• Not all screen time is equal. A lively class discussion of Song of Solomon is much more valuable than solo 

computer games, the key factors being intellectual engagement and connection with peers and teachers.  

• Some technology is suboptimal. Teachers may feel pressured to overuse screen time, but should be critical 

consumers of technology. 

• Start with purpose. “Think first about your learning goal,” says a New Jersey kindergarten teacher. “What 

experiences do you want to provide? And then consider your options. The screen is only one option.” 

• Use choice board grids. A menu of options can provide structure and agency for students for part of the day. 

mailto:kendra.olsen@state.mn.us
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/get/req/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDIuMjY0NzU4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21pbm5lc290YS53ZWJleC5jb20vbWlubmVzb3RhL2syL2oucGhwP01USUQ9dDgyYWQ3ODJhY2Y5NDkwNDI5OTAzNjFjNGYzMjU1OTUyIn0.c8GtCyX1qejHZYNE7TYpR5nJEKOfsbERv1ZRo2p4YVI/s/958824997/br/83137860645-l


• Have chunks of non-screen time during live sessions. A teacher might introduce a new topic, give students 

time to work on it away from their screens, and then regroup for questions and reflections.  

• Have students listen to audiobooks, podcasts, and recorded read-alouds. Students can color or relax as they 

still listen to high-quality resources. 

• Go low-tech hands-on. Students can spend time reading print books and other texts, writing in physical 

notebooks, and using manipulatives that are available in their homes (or can be delivered by the school). 

• Have students write the old-fashioned way. During class presentations, demonstrations, and activities, 

students can take notes on paper and share them via photos. This breaks up screen time and utilizes the 

cognitive advantages of handwriting versus keyboarding.  

"Teacher Tips: How to Reduce Screen Time When School is Online" by Catherine Gewertz in Education Week, October 5, 

2020 (Vol. 40, #10, p. 13). 

What is homework’s purpose in a pandemic? 

In this article in Education Update, an English teacher says distance learning has highlighted equity issues and has 

blurred the distinction between in-class and out-of-class activities. These suggestions are offered for making homework 

purposeful and productive: 

• Setting the table for success –Teachers at her middle school agreed they should not assign more than 90 

minutes of homework a night and should share their instructional calendars so students don’t experience a 

pileup of different teachers’ assignments, projects, and tests.  

• Having a worthy purpose for the work students are asked to do – “If I assign two chapters of reading with 

some questions, what am I hoping my students get out of it?” asks Torres. Is it mindless tasks, or is it to 

prepare for substantive discussion in class?  

• Connecting homework to students’ world and to unfamiliar cultures – During a unit on Romeo and Juliet, 

Torres’s students interviewed a trusted adult on their views.  

• Giving students voice and choice – When her class finished Romeo and Juliet, students chose how to show 

their mastery of the play, including through writing, art, and performance. 

• Using students’ time well – “Copious amounts of homework often strip students of time to just be kids. If 

you believe homework is necessary, be prepared to share your rationale (and respond to student 

feedback).”  

“What Is Homework’s Purpose in a Pandemic?” by Christina Torres in Education Update, October 2020 (Vol. 62, #10, p. 

1, 4). 
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Statewide Student Assessment and Data Analytics 

https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/10/05/teacher-tips-how-to-reduce-screen-time.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/oct20/vol62/num10/What-Is-Homework's-Purpose-in-a-Pandemic¢.aspx
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